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that Houſe ; he offered it to their Lordſhips, and he 
oftcrcd it to the Country; and by ſv doing, he not 
only acquitted himſelf of any evil effect, but claimed 
a right to be conſidered as having a . 

Ihe Lord Chancellor ſupported the arguments of 
Lord Grenville—Defended the moderation of Lord 
Camden in ſtrictly fu ing the laws of Ireland; 
and ſaid that if ſuch ſons, as theſe co 
of by the Nobie Lord, did exiſt in Ireland there 
was ample redreſs to be had in appealing to the laws. 
But he belicved there was no foundation for the 
complaint ! 

Earl Moira ſaid, he did not quote the caſe of the 
Duke of Lauderdale as being exactly the ſame as the 
preſent othet of his obſervations. He quoted it 
only to fortify the principle on which he called for 
the interference of the Houſe. As to the paper to 
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Secretary, had alluded, concerning 
who were marked out for future aflaſſination, 


tor aſſaſſination would communicate the inten- 
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has faciliated the attempt of throwing a colour of 
colluſion on the plan. My ſole reaſon for not talking 
ly on what was in contemplation 
mover in 


more 
F had declined being a 


not thoſe wwho uſed to meet at Sir Jobn Sinclair a, ſent to 
aſk for an converling with me on 


opportunity 
political topics. —Vihen we met, they ſaid that a 


E 


when brought into office by them would propos. 
The gentlemen ſaid, that many of their friends had 
taken ſo ſtrong a part againit Mr. Fox, and others 
had ſuch a prejudice agamit him, that they had not 
any hope of bringing my propoſition to bear wit 
them. I repeated my reaſoning as earneſtly as pot- 
ſible, and prevailed upon thoſe gentlemen to ſay 
they would recommend the ſuggreition to the con ſi- 
deration of their comrades. 1 preiied the council 
upon many of them individually atr. rwaids; and 1 wear 
out of town. Public matters grow:1g more gloomy in 
their aſpect every day, I recewed tetters fiom ſome 
of thoſe gentlemen, containing ſuch remonſtrances 
on my abſence, that I returned directly to London. 
The perſons with whom 1 had before conferred, 
came to me as ſoon as they heard I was arrived. I hey 
told me the repugnance of their party to Mr. Fox 
was invincible, but that a ſenſe of the extreme peril 
to which the ſtate was expoſed, had become ſo ge- 
neral as to make it clear, that a majoricy of the 
Houſe of Commons would be for a new Adu iniſ- 
tration; and they produced a very lang i indeed of 
Members, containing men of the greateſt werght in 
the country, who wiſhed that I ſhuuid ſtand at their 
head. I explained to the gentlemen, that to make 
myſelf the chief of a party would no more ſuit me 
than it would become them to enroll themſclves 
under mc—that though I muſt be flattered very 
highly as being thought by ſuch perſonages equal to 
the guidance of affairs in fo fornũdable a criſis, the 
ſituation to which they defined me was moſt inc li- 
ible for me- that 1 would, notwithſtanding, not 
ink from it, if my n would be re- 
by his Majeſty as an ty, and by the 

Elie as an k  , ERK Fore fng 
ſtruction, I muſt not enter into any ment or in- 
trigue; but that the buſineſs muſt be done by their open 
and manly declaration of what they thought — 
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for the public intereſt in ſuch an exigency. 1 
ſaipect chat Mr. Fox obtained — of the 
— acnts of thele gentlemen, and thence, with 
elcva a d fuutereficdneſs, and Lee eff auxiety for the na- 
rica. e. ale, which guides all lis actions, determined 
by tie {:crifice of lus own pretenſions to remove ev 

obſla rom an arrangement which hè thought raight 
be p: ire of good to the country. Thus Rep did 


indeed x ; pear to torward the vicws of the indepen- 


dent meinbers; for it ſcemed to call u Nliniſters 
to ſhew an equal degree of public ſpirit, and to re- 
tire om ſtations which they could no longer fill with 
encfit to the empire. I was wnder/iced that they felt 
1: fo: And on that ſuppoſit ion the independent Mem- 
bers made a more pointed application to me. Hi- 
therto, nobady has been deſignated for any particular 
office but Sir W. Pulteney. The gentlemen had 
{aid that he was the perion horn they thould be molt 
gratified in ſecing Chancellor of the Ex — 
And I had profefied to them and to him that there 
was not any perion with whom I could a& more 
confidently. From what I have mentioned, however, 
you will ſee that it was not in the contemplation ot 
my friends to bave an Adminiftration formed by a 
junction with the majority of the preient cabinet. 
One perſon, indeed, had obſerved to me, that, if 
Mr. Fitt and Lord Grenville were diſplaced, the re- 
mainder of the cabinet would ſuit my purpoſes as 
well as any men that I could find: but I directiy met 
that luggeition, by a dcclaration, that nothing could 
induce me to go into office upon terms of that na- 
ture. The introduction of Lord Thurlow, Sir Wil- 
liam Pulteney, and mylelf into tl at cabinet, could 
not aſure the Public of Apr Pore of fyſlem : and it was 
necet{ary that in the very outiet the confidence of the 
— chould attach itſelf "__ 1 ; I would 
therefore have nothing equivocal. MW ithout —_ 
which 


to proſcribe individuals, there are certain points 


people, that either all the confti- 
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urged againſt My. Pitt were groundleſs, or that, being fo- 
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the Houſe of Lords. I 


remonſtratcd ſtrongly 
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with 
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would ſupport a new adminiſtration, but that not 
any of them would take part in it. I ſolemnly de- 
Care upon my honour, that I couid not ſhake Mr. 
Sheridan's aſſertion of the propriety of that deter- 
mination. He {aid that he and Mr. Fox's other 
friends, as well as Mr Fox himieif, would give the 
moſt energetic ſupport to fuch an adminiſtration as 
was in contemplation ; but that their acceptance of 
ofhce would appear an acquieſcence under the injuſt- 
ice of the intecdict tuppoſcd to be fixed upon Mr. 
Fox. I did not, and never can admit the innen of 
that argument. — But I gained nothing upoa Mr. 
Sheridan; to whoſe upri — in that rell ect I can 
therefore bear the muſt 1 — teſti mony. Indeed I 
am aſhamed of offering teſtimony where ſuſpicion 

t not to be conceived. H conſider the _— 
this political negociation as completely extinct | 
feeling my eſcape from a hazardous and t 
fitnation, I enjoy the conſciouſneſs of not having 
ſhrunk in an un manner from any reſp »nſi- 
bility in a caſe where a 
ful to the community. 


« Adicu, my dear Sir, 


Believe me faithfully yours, 
« MOIRA.” 


